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Ronnie Polaneczky: In this city of
‘pay to play,’ this kind could help
schools

DE&R Fhiladelphiz Schael Reform
Cemmissiconars

Tim Horan wants te pay meney te the scheel
district, but administratars wen't =t him,

So I'm heping that you'll lend an =ar te » = P D i
Haorzn, wha hzs identified = nice revenus

stream for the district if veu guys are willing
to think cutside the stedgy box thatis 440 ™, | READER FEEDBACHK
Bread St.

“ou'd lowe the energetic Horan, He co-owns
Fhilzdelphiz Sport and Secial Club, 2 for-
profit Manzyunk company that arganizes fun

activitizs for adules, FANTASY
BASEBALL

Last year he spent 5250,000 to rent gyms
and athletic fizlds so that his co-=d members

could play football, soccer, wolleyball and sther sweaty games after work and on the vl

weekends, Nuscy's = LOFT
“Targes » Charlotte Russe

These are good folks, by the way - mostly voung professionzls notinclined te drink, puke and New York & Compaay

curse their way arocund the bases. Instead, after games, they convens at designated watering
heles for wings, brews and blab.

"They just want fresh air, exercise and cempany,” says Herzn. "It's rezlly wholesame."

And rzzlly nesdad in 2 town with 2 "fattest civy” rep. - mﬂst -
- - ] . POPULAR

Anyway, cemmissienars, Horan weould love te rent space frem the Philadelphia Scheel

Diistrict, whose hundreds of gyms and fizlds often sit empty after hours, His company is fully I

insursed, and he'd pay 2 healthy fee to cowver maintenance and staff costs, WIEWED

Eut he has been told that the district wen't rent to = for-prefit, = After Fhysrs mot

Diitts for Jason Cooper, 2 friendly competitor of Heran's, He owns Philadelphiz Sparts - :‘|t=r:-'=_{ in Boly Family showving inoifert amr=sl=l
o the

Metwork, spends $100,000 & yearin rental fees, and would spend far more if the district
would only rent te him, oz

=r, oyclist rexo rem Schuylk

"We have = waiting list of pecple who want te play, but thers aren't encugh places,” he says. = Wizlims kin all=ck o farls mom in zourd

"wWe could be giving the district 2 lot of monay.” .

Instead, beth men rent space from private schocols and gyms whose ewners knoew how to milk * Castillo Brings Scuth
a cash cow. new chall=ng= with E

=xas work =thic to his

Friznds Selezct School, 2t 17th and the Parkway, for exampls, zllows Horan's members to
play 2t the schosl thres nights 2 wesk, for 2 51,000 manthly fe=.

Szys Horan: "That's $12,000 a year for space that's just sitting there. It's so =asy, But the
district do=sn't want cur mensy,

Diistrict spokeswoman Shanz Kemp says that the for-profic ban, crafted in 1981, is 2

necessity, + I more arrmstes o Delos corsing Fome sbose
cas=
"If for-profits used the schosls, it would squesze sut nonprefits that couldn't afford to pay .
what private companies can,” she says. = More Most Viewed

o why not craft a sliding-fee scale? Or designate fewer evenings to fer-profit rental?

"It would bz 2 monster of 2 job to sore that ocur,” Kemp says,

Me more s than figuring cut whether to cut @ bilingual counseler or pelice officer frem 2
schaal, but, hell, what de I know?

Anyway, Kemp adds, if the district were to rent space, its nonprofit status with the IRS would
be thrown intc jecpardy.

Eut, wait - the district alreag)y rents space te eutsiders,
The murkiness irks City Centreller 2lan Butkowitz,

"It sounds to me like the district dessn't want the administrative hassle,” he says when I
ask his cpinion of Heran's and Cooper's request,

"But the district is in a financizal crunch. They need to get creative about finding revenue. The
SEC should research the tax issue, because this is actuall\, a really interesting idea.
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Main Line Health

Getting a heartbeat that’s going haywire back
to normal can be tricky. Juﬂ m{,ﬂu
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Ronnie Polaneczky: In this city of
‘pay to play,’ this kind could help
schools

In case you think that big burszucracy can't

handle the administration of = rental pragram, o0-00 0041
lzok no further than City Hall = ) :

5
Since the city mergsd the Recraation > o é) @ = w3

|m} Jepartment . ith the Fzirmount Fark system
to form the Philadelphiz Parks and Fecreatlcn

Ciepartment, the entity has streamlinad its READER FEEDBACK
permit process to make it sasier for all ,
groups, netjust nenprofits, te use the city's
amenities,

"There's an emphzasis on getting as many
Philadelphizns inside sur facilities a5 we
can,”" says Les Dignam, deputy
cemmissicner,

Cooper has been thrilled,

"The departmeant has worked really hard to find space for cur groups,” he says, Onerac
center, he says, now epens its doors to his group on Sundays, and he pays to man it

"2 lot of cur members had never been insids the rec cantars, beczuss se many activitiss
there are geared toward youth,” says Cooper. "Once they're inside, they feel 3 real sense of
pride zbout the city and whers l:he, liwe, because they feel connected to theses institutions,

BE A PLAYER

which brings me, Commissieners, to an important point.

Eescause so many of our public scheosls look dreary on the cutside, many voung parents den't
consider the schogls a5 an educational option fer their kids, Get them inside, though, and = .
they are often surprised by the colerful art on the walls, the gaily decorated bulletin boards, loaays

the feeling ef vibrancy that lingers after kids have gone hame for the day. orecast: .

The quastien has always been: So how do we get mers parants insids, te feel the magic? sty .Y
By renting space to them, the way Friends Select has been doing for decades, Its rooftop )
tennis court, basement swimming posl and full-size gym are all available for 2 prica. i ) »
"We se= it as a great marketing strategy,” Friends spekeswoman Cellesn Puckst tells me. "If -.-_,,\;,\f“g‘{,',i';i.’,".'{,,w

people are Farnlllar with our Faclllt'? maybe they'll censider us for their ewn children.”

New York & Conpasy

Imagine that, Cemmissioners: 3 marketing program that actuzlly 2arns meney for 2 schoel.

Can we give it a try?
Emzil polaner@phillvnews.com or call 215-854-2217, For recent columns

_—
A hillv.cem/Rennis, Read Ronnig's blog at .philly.com/RannisElag, FOPULAR
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