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Barbara Ann Green's five-decade tenure as organist 1 ef2 View Gallery
of the Grace Baptist Church of Blue Bell began
when she was asked to accompany the choir at its

historic ariginal site on North Broad Street.

She was 17.

A senior at Friends Select School and a budding
musician, Green was tapped to fill in when the
church's full-time organist quit.

Since then - March 5, 1961 - Green has played faor
3,000 services and retirement is not in her
immediate future.

0On Saturday, Green, who lives near Lansdale, will
be honored for her 50 years of service, which has
outlasted four pastors and continued in two church
locations.

Batbara Green, music director at Grace Baptist

Church in Blue Bell, leads a bell choir practice, She...
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"I never felt like a hired hand,” said Green, 87. "I'm a member using my talents, and [ happen to be
the one in charge. It doesn't get any better than working with family and friends at vour own
church.”

Green, who was raised musically in the dassical tradition, also directs the church's Sanctuary and
Handbell Choirs. She plays every Sunday as well as for special events, such as weddings, funerals,
and community concerts.

Green also has worked as a music teacher in public and private schools. She has led community
choruses and a singing trio with two friends in the church, and once served as summer music
coordinator at Sesame Place.

She sees her role in the church as the accompanist. Despite two degrees in music education and
lessons that started when she was 8 , Green doesn't consider herself a music virtuoso.

"I don't like to be the show," Green said. "Please don't ask me to play an organ concert.”

What she loves to do is plan and implement the musical backdrop for the worship service. "Music
determines the feeling you get in a church,” Green said.

She is so meticulous about her role in facilitating worship that for years she's kept the sheet music
for the Doxology - a hymnal standard - in front of her on the organ, said the Rev. George Hawtharne,
church pastor. Green has played the hymn, which is only a few sentences, once a week for 50 years,
but she doesn't want to make a mistake.

Each week, Green prepares for church while sitting at her kitchen table. She pulls out music from her
messenger bag and begins writing in her black-and-white composition book, selecting music for
services.

"Barbara taught me how to plan and plan well,” said the Rev. Fred Lewis, former pastor of the
church. "While my head was in Christmas, her head was in Easter.”
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Green's roots at the church go back to when her parents, George and Helen Spaeth, joined the
congregation, then Grace Baptist Church of Philadelphia. The congregation worshipped at the historic
Baptist Temple, which Temple University has since convertad into a performance and meeting space.

Green's grandmother - and first baby-sitter - often sang hymns around the house. At 4, Green sang
her first solo at the Baptist Temple, but didn't make it through "A Child of the King” befare breaking
down in tears.

Green took piano lessons and then studied music education at Temple University, earning bachelor's
and master's degrees.
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She became Grace Baptist's music director when the church moved to Blue Bell in the mid-1970s.

Choir members and clergy say Green is skilled at extracting the best performance without
embarrassment and hurt feelings.

At a recent practice session of the bell choir, between laughter and music, Green gently, but but
firmly, corrected mistakes.

The passage was "a little tentative,” she said about one song. "I think you're coming in too soon,”
she said to one bell ringer.

Frustrations and stress sometimes set in as the pressure of big events approaches, but her respite
comes in time spent with her husband, Kenneth, daughters Amy and Kim, and her grandchildren. and
Green says she loves the six Sundays she has off each year, when she's likely to be traveling with
her husband and friends.

Kenneth Green doesn't see his wife retiring any time soon. Otherwise, there would be 3 "gigantic
hole in her life,” he said.

For Barbara Green, 50 is just a number that comes before her 51st year in the musical life of the
church.

"I can't see myself giving it up unless I start making a lot of mistakes and can't see,” Green said. "I'm
still enjoying it, and what else would I do?”

http://www.philly.com/BarbaraGreen
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