Envision the Future:

FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL IN 20I5§ AND BEYOND

Quaker Values and Practice By 2015, the Quaker
testimonies of simplicity, peace, integrity, com-
munity, equality and stewardship/service are
recognized as hallmarks of a Friends Select educa-
tion. From pre-kindergarten through 12th grade,
students are taught to seek truth, to resolve con-
flicts peacefully, to be inclusive of others, to honor
differences, and to steward their physical and
social environment. Friends Select is known as a
community where adults and students model
Quaker values every day in the life of the school.

Program By 2015, Friends Select has clearly dif-
ferentiated its educational philosophy and prac-
tice: the aim of a Friends Select education is to
prepare children for nothing less than the “whole
of life.” The educational program is relevant,
holistic and coherent, and offers a rich and bal-
anced range of academics, arts, and athletics.
Teachers encourage students from the earliest age
to exhibit curiosity, to think critically, to respect
tradition, yet question the status quo, and to
embrace a love of learning.

By 2015, Friends Select continues to graduate
students who are college-ready, city-savvy, intel-
lectually and culturally sophisticated, and glob-
ally literate. Graduates continue to be accepted
by an extraordinarily diverse array of private and
public colleges and universities around the world,
including some of the most selective.

By 2015, the International Studies Program at
Friends Select has evolved into a model program
and a distinctive offering among schools in the
region. Friends Select students have multiple
opportunities to connect with other countries,
languages, cultures and people.

By 2015, the Friends Select community under-
stands that to ensure the long-term vitality of
the school and to accomplish its strategic goals,
the school requires resources beyond tuition. The
school regularly communicates the value of a
Friends Select education, and everyone in the
community contributes to the school at a level
that is personally meaningful to them.

Pegple By 2015, Friends Select is a full but not a
large school, with balanced composition of classes
across all grade levels and divisions. At the same
time, Friends Select remains an intimate learn-
ing community, grounded in Quaker values and
practice, where students are fully known and
valued for who they are.

By 2015, Friends Select remains one of the most
diverse independent schools among peer schools
in the region. Friends Select continues to be an
inclusive community which welcomes people
of varied ethnic backgrounds, religions, belief
systems, family structures, sexual orientations,
socio-economic status, and countries of origin,
and which celebrates a multiplicity of talents and
interests among community members.

By 2015, Friends Select faculty and staff are appro-
priately compensated, at a level commensurate
with peer independent schools. Friends Select
encourages focused and strategic professional
development, and regularly offers such opportu-
nities to faculty and staff. Friends Select honors
faculty and staff accomplishments and regularly
communicates these to the wider community.

By 2015, Friends Select has leveraged its com-
munications and social networking technology to
build community across all facets of the school.
Friends Select has made it possible for alumni/
ae, parents, students, trustees, faculty and staff
and other members of the community to connect
with each other and to create lifelong relation-
ships with the school.

Place By 2015, Friends Select is recognized as
the school of choice for families who value an
excellent education intentionally enriched by
the many resources and treasures of Center City.
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Mission Friends Select School’s mission is to provide a challenging, college-preparatory
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academic program to its diverse, coed student population, from pre-kindergarten to
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twelfth grade. Members of the Friends Select community believe in the Quaker values

of respect for all, simplicity, the peaceful resolution to conflict, and a constant search

for truth. The school works to achieve a balance between the needs of individuals and

the community, in an atmosphere of cooperation and concern for the betterment of all.

It values the rich diversity of its urban setting and the opportunities and challenges it

provides for the education of its students. Under the caring oversight of dedicated fac-

ulty and staff, Friends Select students gain the knowledge, skills and character that will

help them to live full lives.

History Friends Select School traces its lineage to 1689, when the Monthly Meeting of

the Friends of Philadelphia (Arch St.) recorded this decision in its minutes:

Friends

«

being willing to encourage a school in this town and in order thereto, they agreed with

Friends Select

today still is under the care of that original meeting and the Central Philadelphia

»

George Keith to assure him a certain salary of fifty pounds p. year...

Monthly Meeting (Race Street), and is overseen by a board of trustees appointed by the

two meetings. More than 300 years after the founding of that first Friends school, Friends

Select remains the only pre-k through 12th grade independent school, and the only

Quaker school in Center City Philadelphia.

friends-select.org
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Distinctive Qualities

of Friends Select School
These qualities, taken
together, distinguish
Friends Select: its grounding
in Quaker values and
practice, its well-rounded
educational program,

the people who make up

115 diverse, intimate learning
commiunity, and its

sense of place in Center

City Philadelphia.

Friends Select students experience, in ways that
they cannot at any other school, the advantages
of belonging to an intellectual community that
is itself an integral part of a vibrant, urban, cul-
tural milieu. Friends Select has partnered with
local colleges and universities, Parkway museums,
city government and corporate partners to enhance
the educational, cultural, political and financial
capacity of the school.

By 2015, the Friends Select facility has expanded
to accommodate program growth and full enroll-
ment. The existing school building and campus
have been reconfigured and renovated to maintain
a safe, environmentally sustainable, and high-
quality teaching and learning environment for all
students, faculty and staff.

SIGNPOSTS TO 2015

Program

Goal 1: Ensure Contemporary Program Refine and
evolve the college preparatory academic program
to be continually challenging and contemporary

with emerging global trends and technologies.

Goal 2: Enbance Athletics and Co-Curviculars Enhance
athletics and co-curricular activities to assure that
Friends Select offers a compelling, rich and holis-
tic educational experience.

Goal 3: Safeguard Financial Capacity Grow the
endowment to ensure long-term vitality of the
school and its mission. Enhance the school’s fi-
nancial resources to realize the strategic goals
outlined in this vision statement.

People

Goal 1: Manage the Size and Composition of the School
Maintain articulated admission standards. Pre-
serve the school’s distinctive character as an inti-
mate learning community grounded in Quaker
value and practice. Manage enrollment to:
 Become a full rather than a large school (not to
exceed 600 students), striving for balanced
classes across grade levels and divisions.

¢ Build, nurture and sustain an inclusive, diverse
community.

Goal 2: Value and Enrich Intellectual Capital Cul-
tivate, enrich, engage and reward intellectual
capital (knowledge, skills, experience, talents and
creativity) at Friends Select. Leverage such capi-
tal to position the school as a resource to inform
and enrich the larger community.

Goal 3: Extend the Community Leverage existing
communications tools and social networking tech-
nology to expand and sustain relationships within
and among various affinity groups, and with
Friends Select.

Place

Goal 1: Develop and Enbance City Partnerships Create
new partnerships and deepen existing programs
with Parkway and other city institutions. Develop
strategic relationships with local colleges and
universities, and political, cultural, business and
government entities in order to enhance the
intellectual, educational, political and financial
capacity of the school. Create, articulate and
promote a pre-kindergarten through 12th grade
city curricular program.

Goal 2: Upgrade Physical Plant Redesign, renovate
and maintain existing school facilities to provide
a safe, environmentally sustainable, and high-
quality teaching and learning environment for all
students, faculty and staff.

Goal 3: Expand the Campus Expand the school’s
footprint to ensure that the school facility and
campus meet the demands of the educational
program and growing student enrollment. At the
same time, remain true to preserving an intimate
learning community.
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