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February 16, 2017 
 
Dear families and friends,  
 
As we round the corner of mid-February, I can almost see crocuses, daffodils, and green fuzz emerging 
from the dark days of winter -- almost, but not quite.  
 
The past few weeks have seen a number of assemblies, some produced by students and some from 
outside organizations. InterSession is the most obvious space where outside speakers came into the 
school to share stories, teach history, and engage the community in conversation. Just today, the school 
experienced a terrific Lunar New Year celebration.  
 
Assemblies and extracurricular experiences -- seeing a movie with a club, attending a play with a class, 
organizing the Soph Hop -- are central to the school experience. While the meat of school is teaching and 
learning, the where of learning happens in many spaces beyond the classroom. As a city school, we are 
striving for a holistic, rich, authentic, and engaging experience with the resources of the city: museums, 
educational institutions, service-oriented organizations, and even park space.  
 
As an extension of this endeavor, we are also thinking about how to leverage our amazing location to 
enable students to enter both college and life after college with an advantage because of internships and 
soft skills learned from being outside of the school. We have work to do in this area, and there will be 
changes afoot in the coming years that will push the internship experience to younger grades and create 
a scaffold process for helping students achieve in terms of networking, communication, work experience, 
and realizing what their passions are in life.  
 
And finally, there is the ever-present question of what this education is for: our Quaker foundation tells us 
to be part of a community and to help that community thrive. And as we pursue new initiatives -- speaker 
series, field trips, partnerships, and internships -- we must always keep focused on others in our city 
community who are struggling. “A private school with public purpose” is how Michael Gary expressed it 
this fall.  
 
As others and I engage in this thinking, I welcome your feedback about priorities for you and for your 
children. Does a more robust internship program sound appealing? Do service opportunities need to be 
expanded? Do deep connections with the city enrich the Friends Select experience? Feel free to let me 
know your thoughts.  
 
Have a great midwinter break.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Singler 
Upper School Director  
chriss@friends-select.org 
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